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GEORGIAN ATHONITES
AND CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION

Dear colleagues,

During the days of the twenty centennial anniversary of spreading Christianity in Georgia the
First International Symposium “Christianity: Past, Present, Future” was held on the joint
initiative of the Patriarchate of Georgia and Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology of
the Georgian Academy of Sciences. 100 scholars of 8 countries have contributed to the
Symposium. At the end of the First International Symposium, on the foreign scientists'
initiative, in Tbilisi, the capital of ancient Christian country, “International Centre for Christian
Studies” was founded. The latter is the unit of scientists, who have the following priorities: to re-
establish links between Church and scholars lost in Soviet times under atheistic propaganda; to
promote contacts and cooperation of scientists of different countries; to organize different
scientific international meetings: symposia, conferences, disputes; to organize scientific
expeditions, to publish original scientific works. Periodical organ of the Scientific Centre is
“Logos”.

In 2005, when the twenty centennial anniversary of spreading Christianity in Georgia was held
under the aegis of UNESCO, “International Centre for Christian Studies” at the Orthodox
Church of Georgia organized the Second International Symposium: “Christianity in Our Life:
Past, Present, Future”, in which 200 scientists of 13 countries took part.

On 9-11 October, 2008, the Third International Symposium was held, dedicated to the 30 years
since the enthroning and 75" birthday of his Holiness and Beatitude, the Catholicos-Patriarch of
All Georgia Ilia II: “Dialogue of Civilizations — Education and Enlightenment as Means of

Collaboration of Sides™.

Scientists from Georgia, Germany, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and the U.S participate in
the Fourth International Symposium.

We hope that our cooperation would be successful in future as well.

Organizing Committee



Opening of the Symposium
10 May, 11:00
Holy Trinity Cathedral of Thilisi

Opening address: Academician David Muskhelishvili.

Greeting:

o His Holiness and Beatitude, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, Archbishop of Mtskheta and
Tbilisi and Metropolitan of Bichvinta and Tskhum-Abkhazia Ilia II.

e Chairman ofthe Parliament — David Bakradze.

Archpriest Henryk (Paprocki) — St. Grigol Peradze about Activity of St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli.

Edisher Chelizde — Merit of Georgian Athonites.

Break

The Symposium will be continued at Georgian National Museum
(Entrance from A. Purtseladze str., Hall — Auditory).

Evening Session — 15:00
Chair: Maia Raphava

1. Metropolitan of Manglisi and Tsalka Anania Japaridze — Broadening Borders of Lazika
Eparchy of Constantinople Patriarchate after Formation of Iberia Community (11" ¢.).

2. Stephen Rapp — Caucasia and the Making of the Second Byzantium Commonwealth:
Byzantinization, Cosmopolitanism, and the Georgian Athonites.

3. Lali Osepashvili — Portrayals of St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli in Patterns of Georgian Wall
Paintings.

4. Parmen Margvelashvili — For One Lesson of Theological Studies according to
“Tsinamdzghvari” (‘“Leader”) of St. Ekvtime Mtatsmindeli.

Break

1. Metropolitan of Chiatura and Sachkhere Daniel (Datuashvili) — Phenomenon of Portaitissa
and its Significance Today.

2. Valeri Silogava — St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli about St. Ekvtime Mtatsmindeli.

3. Magda Sukhiashvili— Rhythmic Punctuation according to Autographic Manuscripts of Giorgi
Mtatsmindeli.

4. Alessandro Maria Bruni — Identifying the Autographs of St. George Mtatsmindeli:
Palaeographical and Codicological Notes of Georgian Manuscripts of the [viron Monastery

11 May
Morning Session — 10:00

Chair: Parmen Margvelashvili

1. Metropolitan of Gori and Samtavisi Andria (Gvazava) — About Old Canon of Georgian
Monasteries.

2. Nana Burchuladze — Lives of Great Georgian Athonite Fathers and History of Church Art.

3. EkaDughashvili — St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli — Translator of Byzantine Hymnography.

Break

1. Archpriest Joseph (Zeteishvili) — “Speak freely in Georgian": implementation of the call of
Our Lady in the life and asceticism of Georgian Athonites.

2. MaiaRaphava — loane Athoneli (John the Athonite) — Strokes to Biography.

3. Elene Machavariani — Cooperation of Activists of Literacy Hearths of Athos and
Constantinople in Creation of Georgian Painted Manuscripts in the 10-11" cc.

4. Ramaz Shengelia, Nani Khelaia—Medical Traditions of Iviron Monastery.

Evening Session — 15:00

Chair: Edisher Chelidze

1. Archpriest Bidzina (Gunia)—Theological Importance of Liturgical Monuments Translated by
St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli.

2. Jost Gippert—Georgian Hagiorites and their Impact on the Centres of Georgian Eruditeness.

3. Griver Parulava— From St. George the Athonite from St. Ilia the Righteous.

Break

Nestan Sulava—St. Giorgi Mtatsmindeli — “Man of the Heaven and Angel of the Earth”.

. Mzia Surguladze — Georgian Church from Giorgi Mtatsmindeli to David Aghmashenebli.

3. Manana Gabashvili — Place and Role of Athonite Monks in Georgian Politics of Medieval
Centuries.

o —

Closing of the Symposium



The Organizing Committee of the Symposium:

1. David Muskhelishvili — Academician.

2. David Lortkipanidze — Member-correspondent of Academy.

3. Alexander Daushvili — Doctor of historical sciences.

4. Alex Gerasimov — Doctor of physical and mathematical sciences.
5. Parmen Margvelashvili — Doctor of physical and mathematical sciences.
6. Nino Chavchavadze — Doctor of psychological sciences.

7. Eldar Bubulashvili — Doctor of historical sciences.

8. Edisher Chelidze — Doctor of philological sciences.

9. Armaz Akhvlediani — Doctor of political sciences.

10. Mikheil Pkhachiashvili — Coordinator of the Centre.

Secretariat:

1. Nino Ananiashvili

2. Khatuna Chachua

3. Irine Mebuke

4. Tinatin Mkheizde

5. Barbare Rukhadze

6. Kakha Chikvinidze

Contact:

35*N. Ramishvilistr, 1/1

Thilisi, 0179. Georgia

Tel: +995 32 44 77 13, 4995 32 44 77 30, +995 32 25 02 43
E-mail: secretariat@logos.org.ge, logos.iccr@yahoo.com
Website: www.logos.org.ge
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